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1 . DURING BRIEF CORRIDOR MEETING APRIL 6 WITH EMBOFF, 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REP GALLI STATED THAT ENI/SAIPEM 
DRILLING RIG SCARABEO IV HAD NOT RPT NOT CHANGED ITS POSITION 
AS REPORTED REFTEL (B). 

2. GALLI ALSO DESCRIBED BRIEF ROME AIRPORT ENCOUNTER (REF C) 

BETWEEN TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER CHATTY AND GOI DELEGATION 
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LED BY MFA UNDERSECRETARY RADI AS ' UNPRODUCTIVE". GOT, 

ACCORDING TO GAUL HAD ONLY "APPEARED" TO BE MORE UNDER- 
STANDING OF ITALIAN SITUATION; IN REALITY, GOT AS IN- 
TRANSIGENT AS LARG. 

3. ON MERITS OF DISPUTE, GALLI INDICATED THAT MFA EXPERTS 
HAD NOT RPT NOT STUDIED PROBLEMS IN DETAIL ALTHOUGH PANEL 
OF LEGAL CONSULTANTS (BUT NOT GEOGRAPHERS) HAD ARRIVED AT 
CONCLUSION THAT LIBYAN ARGUMENTS HAD SOME MERIT. GALLI DESCRIBED 
THEIR INVESTIGATION (BUT NOT NECESSARILY 

FINDINGS) AS OVERLY PERFUNCTORY AND SIAD THAT 
ENI EXPERTS HAD CONFIDENT ALLY ADVISE MFA THAT GOT 
HAD BY FAR THE STRONGER CASE. LARG HAS OFFERED, ACCORDING 
TO GALLI, TO SEND TEAM OF GEOGRAPHERS TO ROME TO PRESENT 
LARG ARGUMENTS; HOWEVER, TEAM HAS NEVER ARRIVED AND GALLI 
DOUBTED THAT IT WOULD. EMBOFF MENTIONED RESULTS OF 
NORTHCUTT ELY OPINION (REF D) INDICATING FOUR OUT OF FIVE 
INTERPRETATIONS OF RELEVANT LAWS SUPPORT TUNISIAN POSITION. 

4. COMMENT: IN VIEW ENI AND MFA ASSERTIONS THAT SCARABEO IV 
HAS NOT RPT NOT SHIFTED ITS POSTION, EMBASSY WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE CONFIRMATION OF INFORMATION CONTAINED REFTEL (B). IF 
SCARABEO IV HAS ACTUALLY SHIFTED ITS POSTION AT REQUEST 

OF LARG, IT APPEARS TO US THAT ITALY, GOTH GOI AND ENI, ARE 
OFF THE HOOK FOR THE PRESENT. GIVEN GOI DESIRE TO AVOID 
CHOICE BETWEEN TUNISIA AND LIBYA, ONCE IMMEDIATE POINT OF 
FRICTION DIRECTLY INVOLVING ITALY REMOVED, WE BELIEVE THAT 
GOI WILL BE EXTREMELY UNIKELY TO TAKE LEAD IN 
RESOLVING UNDERLYING BOUNDARY PROBLEM. GARDNER 
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